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Government 
leaders slated 
to attend 
house-raising 
By MAIKE van WUK

1be Baytoum Sun 

A handful of local, state and na
tional leaders will be on hand Sun
day to witness the construction of 

· a new house by local Habitat of
Humanity members.

The new house, which will be
built in the 2500 block of Broad
Street, at the corner of Harlem
Road in McNair, is considered a
symbol of cooperation between lo
cal, state and federal agencies.

The house will be constructed by
Habitat for Humanity, which will
raise $41,200 to pay for the ex
penses of building the home.

The land was donated to Habitat
for Humanity by the Harris Coun
ty Commissioners Court in June.

The court also pledged to fi
nance any of the funds Habitat for
Humanity may not be able to raise.

National Association of Coun
ties (NA Co) President-elect
Michael Hightower and Federal
Housing Administration (FHA)
Commissioner Nicholas P. Retsi
nas, as well as Harris County
Judge Robert Eckels, are sched
uled to appear at a ceremony Sun
day from 10 a.m. to noon.

After a brief introduction to the
program, these officials will "grab
some nails and hammers, they'll
put on some hard hats and then
they'll sweat for two hours," said
Shawn Bullard, spokesman for
NACo.

The organizations involved, in
cluding NACo, FHA, the U.S. De
partment of Housing and Urban
Development, are members of the
National Partners in Homeowner
ship, a public-private partnership
committed to creating more than 8
million new home owners by the
year 2000, Bullard said.

"This is going to be an ongoing
process," he said "It is part of the
County's commitment in helping
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