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HoME SWEET HOME

Habitat makes

family’s dream

of owning a
-home come true

By MAIKE van WK
The Baytown Sun

For the Coon family, Satur- ' |

day will mark the rewards of a
year of hard labor.

The family will showcase its
home at 35 Graham Street,
which was built through Habi-
tat for Humanity, from 1 to 3
p.m., prior to moving in to the
home.

William, Sharon, William
Jr. and Joey Coon spent a year
helping to build the house and
will sign the papers of owner-
ship Tuesday.

“I think this is the best thing
that can ever happen to any-
one. A lot of people want
homes and can’t afford it,”
William Coon said.

The family was approved by

Habitat for Humanity is
looking for volunteers to
assist with construction
projects and also handle
office work. The organiza-
tion doesn'’t have an office,
but needs someone to do
bookkeeping and keep
track of mortgages.

For more information
about these opportunities,
call Habitat for Humanity at
427-0866.
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Joey and Sharon Coon look on as William Jr. and Sr. check the mailbox of their new home at 35
Graham Street. The house was built by Habitat for Humanity and will be showcased from 1 to 3

p.m. Saturday.

Habitat for Humanity, an or-
ganization that helps build
homes for low-income fami-
lies. The Coons were on the
waiting list for a home for two
years.

“Adrian Bernard told me
about it. T filled out an appli-
cation thinking I wasn’t going
to get approved, but I did,”
said Coon.

In order to qualify for a

- house from Habitat for Hu-

manity, the family has to have
a source of income that will
be sufficient to pay the no-in-
terest loan, said Richard
Bunce, president of the board
of directors.

Habitat for Humanity pro-
vides no-interest loans which
require families to pay a down
payment of one percent, in-
stead of the mainstream five

to 15 percent, he said. The
family also has to put in 300
to 500 hours of sweat equity.

“This is the fourth house I
worked on,” Coon said. It is
the eighth house Habitat for
Humanity has completed in
Baytown.

Construction on the Coon
house began in December
1995. The house has a full
bathroom, three bedrooms
with a half-bath in the master
bedroom, a kitchen and a liv-
ing room.

“Sometimes the hard part
came around the holidays. It
slacked up and we couldn’t
get anyone to work,” Coon
said. “But it didn’t stop me
and Sharon from working.”

Coon said building his
house was more enjoyable
than the others he worked on.

“It was something I always
looked forward to,” he said. “I
can say, I helped build this
house. It helps me to appreci-
ate it more.”

Bunce said Coon’s com-
ments are the reason behind
the sweat equity hours.

“It gives the family a sense
of ownership of the house.
They take pride in it,” Bunce
said. “They also understand a
little bit of the construction of
it

William will turn 46 today
and he sees the house as a
birthday gift.

“I’ve never owned a house
before,” he said. “It’s a once in
a lifetime deal to have some-
thing like this. Even after I get
in this home I plan onhelping
Habitat.”
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Government
leaders slated

to attend

house-raising

By MAIKE van WUK
The Baytown Sun

A handful of local, state and na-
tional leaders will be on hand Sun-
day to witness the construction of

- a new house by local Habitat of

Humanity members.

The new house, which will be
built in the 2500 block of Broad
Street, at the corner of Harlem
Road in McNair, is considered a
symbol of cooperation between lo-
cal, state and federal agencies.

The house will be constructed by
Habitat for Humanity, which will
raise $41,200 to pay for the ex-
penses of building the home.

The land was donated to Habitat
for Humanity by the Harris Coun-
ty Commissioners Court in June.

The court also pledged to fi-
nance any of the funds Habitat for
Humanity may not be able to raise.

National Association of Coun-
ties (NACo) President-elect
Michael Hightower and Federal
Housing Administration (FHA)
Commissioner Nicholas P. Retsi-
nas, as well as Harris County
Judge Robert Eckels, are sched-
uled to appear at a ceremony Sun-
day from 10 a.m. to noon.

After a brief introduction to the
program, these officials will “grab
some nails and hammers, they’ll
put on some hard hats and then
they’ll sweat for two hours,” said
Shawn Bullard, spokesman for
NACo.

The organizations involved, in-
cluding NACo, FHA, the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban
Development, are members of the
National Partners in Homeowner-
ship, a public-private partnership
committed to creating more than 8
million new home owners by the
year 2000, Bullard said.

“This is going to be an ongoing
process,” he said “It is part of the
County’s commitment in helping
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O IANUING 1ALL

Art helps Sandra Clark overcome dyslexia’s obstacles

By MAIKE van WUK
The Baytown Sun

rowing up in Bay-

town, Sandra Clark

never knew what big

things — really big

things — were in

store in her future.
The young woman who would
one day help Texas sculptor
David Adickes erect the 67-foot
tall statue of General Sam Hous-
ton outside of Huntsville hadn’t
yet discovered art.

In fact, Clark, who didn’t dis-
cover she was dyslexic until she
got to college, had a tough time
dealing with school.

But with determination — and
a lot of support from family and
friends — Clark graduated with
top grades from Sam Houston
State University in 1994.

Since then, she’s become a
kindergarten teacher in Clear
Lake — and she’s left her own
Baytown imprint on one of Texas’
most impressive new landmarks:
The gigantic statue of Houston
just outside the city limits of
Huntsville.

Clark was selected as an assis-
tant to artist Adickes in 1993.

For about two days per week,
Clark sculpted, painted, did con-
crete construction and helped
with repair work after erection of
the statue.

“It was a blast,” she said. “I
loved it because when it was on
the ground it was in eight pieces.
It was only the last three months
that it was taken to the site.

“It was like putting together a
jigsaw puzzle with pieces that are
independent from each other. You
just pray that it’ll fit.”

Every piece did fit, except for
the chestline and one entire
shoulder that had to be broken off
and repaired.

“After it was erected, it blew me
away. It was like [ saw it for the
first time.”

The statue was unveiled Octo-
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Sandra Clark works on the 67-foot tall Sam Houston statue on the out-
skirts of Huntsville. The former Baytown resident served as an assistant
on the project, which gained national attention.

ber 22, 1994, and has since
proven to be quite an attraction
for Huntsville.

Clark teaches kindergarteners
at Clear Creek Children’s Insti-
tute.

“There’s nothing like going
home and planning art and mak-
ing models for the children.

She said that no matter how

many years she teaches, she
wants to give a child as much re-
inforcement as she received from
her mentors.

“I want to be there for someone
else because people were there
for me,” Clark said.

“When you tell a child ‘I know
you can do it’ you’ve given them
a will to do it.”
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